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~ Upcoming Events~

February 20, 2016
9™ Annual STRONG THREADS

May 30, 2016
Memorial Day

Honoring Vietham Veterans

June 18, 2016
Juneteenth (Official Holiday June 19)

~In This Issue ~

Aug. 8: Lower Richland Heritage
Corridor Tour Right Direction Church
InternationalRDCI)Seasoned Citizens
Ministry

Aug. 19: Zion Baptist Church annual picni(:
@ Historic Harriet Barber House

Sept. 19: Hopkins Alumni Banquet
Sept. 23: Dorn VA Hospital Diversity Even:
Oct. 2: SwampFest BBQ, Blues & Jazz

Oct. 31: 13" Annual SwampFest at the
Congaree

Nov. 7: Annual Veteran's Day Parade &
Celebration

Nov. 18: Congaree National Park visiting
Team @ Historic Harriet Barber House

Nov. 18: Cook's Mountain/Wateree
Heritage Preserve Grand Opening

Dec.5: 9" AnnualHoliday Taste & Tour

Dec. 6: Holiday Drop in at Historic
Harriet Barber House

Dec. 12: Eastover Christmas
Parade & Festival

We Welcome News Please send
community announcements and news
items to SERCQercoevents@gmail.com
or US mail ~ to the attention of D.S
Brooks, PO Box 332, Hopkins, SC29061
SERCO reserves publishing rights
PhotographerKenJames n
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Holiday Drop

Guests Rose Stevens and Bennie
Tarnow admire decorations by

SERCO Volunteer Rachel Simpson.

Caterer: Nellie Belle Creations
Nellie Adams Randall

-in at
Harriet Barber House
December 6, 2015

In Appreciation to SERCO
Volunteers & Supporters

SERCO Volunteers and Guests
L/R: Carrie Barber White, Gladys Goforth,
Doretha Walker Thompson, Eugenia Griffin,
and Jennifer Shiver
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Historic Village of Hopkins

The Historic Villageof Hopkins- - once a bustling location originallynamedd | 2 LJ¢ 8z03( Bedwi@en 1836 and 1842,
whenthe SouthCarolinaRailroadfrom Charlestoncompleteda turntable there - - came alive again for S E R C9® Ansual
Holiday Taste & Tour on December5th. Throughthe 192 dh& Villageof | 2 LJ| Hul'ad 224 HopkinsRoad,Hopkins,SC
wasthriving with generalstores,gin mills, industries,residencesand a TownHall Annually, SERC@keson a labor of love
to recreate an atmosphereof an old fashionholiday. Thisyear, there wasa full scheduleof FREEactivitiesfor guests,
includingdeliciousFREEo0o0dSamplingsBBQby localchefHerbert Sims(TheFriendlyCaterer), PoundCakefrom the Adluh
Flour/AllenBrothersMills sponsoredbakeoff, and Quailfrom locallyowned ManchesterFarms(cookingdemoby Angela
Covington,Territory SalesManager) Guestswere treated to free rideson ChoeCheeW &antaTracklesslrainand other
carnivalrides LowerRichlandhistorian,Rev JohnMiddleton, providedlocalhistoryfactsduringhorse-drawn carriagetours.

Guestsfeed-backincludeda commentthat this @ S | dtiBe@ntertainmentwasthe bestever. The programhost wasthe

entertaining EugeneBurden Performerswere: Tom Coolidge(accompaniedy MelissaWashburnon vocals& upright bass
andJimGraddickon fiddle), Carlosd ¢ S @éntan,ArringtonJonesDeacon]oeDavis& TheChoiceGospelSingersand

MyishaThomas While Elvisa t & HiuildingE éndthe scheduled ElvisPressleyand JamesBrown Contestwasnot held,

CongareeNationalt I NJCKeiof Interpretation, Scott Teodorski,surprisedthe audiencewith his talented singingand
guitar playing | 2 LJ] awh delseSumter, a widely-known JamesBrown professionalimpersonator, arrived in full

costume, magnanimoushgreeted guests, caused a few adultsto do doubletakesand childrenloudly saying,& | James
. NB ¢ Theréwasalsoalocalhistorymuseum vendorsfor gifts andcrafts,andfarmersmarketby B&BProduce

Thegoalof { 9 w/ 2dQaainual SalvationArmy Toy Drivewasto & { (a@ZDWEE RichlandCounty CouncilmanKelvin
Washington,D-10, once againservedas our HonorarySanta,and he wasjoined by an HonoraryElf, Tiffany JamesCOMET
CommunityOutreachCoordinator We are gratefulfor the on-site newscoverageby Ms. Janag-razierfrom WLTXNews19.

A a4

Symbolic Reminder of the Historic Hopkins Turn Out AR :
ay of Free Fun in The Village of Hopkins

Model Train loaned by Lisa B. Adams, Wavering Place Plantation. Family Enjoying AD
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st Amual Holiday Taste & Tour
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Herbert Simg, The Friendly Caterer. o

Cooking Demo & Samplings
Angela Covington (L) of Manchester Farms

Adluh Flour Pound Cakes Bake-Off

B [+ o
ChooeChee€Trackless Train Reporter Janad-razier, WLTXNews 19
Dan Goering, Engineer Interviews Mary Barber Kirkland, SERC(
Board Member.

Mary Barber Kirkland (L), congratulates Pound Cak
BakeOff Winners: Dorothy C. Johnsofi,Rlace
and Marilyn Thomas"2Place.

4

Neal Descendants Come Home|
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9TH Annual Holiday Taste & Tour

Matthew Sumter is a talented musician

[26SN) WA OKE I y-Riwn 2 6
and a Lower Richland High School Student

Deacon Joe Davis and The Choice Gospel

Singers gave an energetic and talefitled :
performance_ The groups recent'y Tom COOIidge C One Man Band, IS alWayS a requested

celebrated their 19th Anniversary. favorite. This time, he was accompanied by Melissa
Washburn (vocals/upright bass) and &araddick(fiddle).

Why is there a
/" Bed on stage?

Myisha Thomas is a talented songstressand also a
comedian She once created a Facebookvideo that Scott Teodorski, joined us from The

went viral with almosta half million sharesin a couple CongareeNational Park, where he is
Chief of Interpretation. Scott sang

days SheT uses her voice to sing her comedic lyrics Elvis t NJB & tfiSte sngle release,
aboutlife issuegnostof usfaceq andmakesuslaugh! & ¢ K [All Right (Mama)é There is

talentin the Swamp!

AfterhearingArrington Jones sing,
ProgranHostEugeneBurdentried to
signherto acontract Sheisjusta
amiddleschoolstudent, sohe
addressedher parentswho were
sittingin the audience

Singerand promoteCar | os “ T e dehderedsbmeSaulfut Caristmas songs. While
they had not met before, he next call&tyisha to the stage for an impromptu and wealbne duet.

Lowerw A OK f olvry JesRel
Sumter is the number one
James Brown professional
impersonator around He
graciously greeted the
audience and some of his [ &
fans
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Town of Eastover - Annual Christmas Parade & Festival

The Town of Eastover held its 7™ Annual Christmas Parade & Festival on December 12, 2015. Marching bands,
floats and Santa paraded on Main Street. Main Street. The festival featured entertainment, vendors, crafts and food.
Ms. South Carolina, Daja Dial, served as the Grand Marshal. Among the elected officials present were Senator Darrell
Jackson, Eastover Mayor Geraldene Robinson and Eastover Council Member Geraldene Robinson.

——
B ’

-

Congratulations to Rhudine Robinson, of Eastover, SC, on the
releaseof Rudy 6s Soul-2FRditgidh. Reci pes

Inspired by my mother
“Guaranteed to
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Cook's Mountain/Wateree Heritage Preserve Grand Opening
November 18, 2015

PO © WATEREE R

The dedication of Goodwill Plantation and Cooks Mountain as the new Wateree River Heritage Preserve and the
Rainbow Ranch Unit of 40-Acre Rock Heritage Preserve took place on the top of Cooks Mountain at Wateree River
Heritage Preserve on Saturday, November 18, 2015.

Congaree National Park Visiting Team at Historic Harriet Barber Hou
November 18, 2015

A team from the Congaree National P a r kHarpers Ferry, Virginia Design Center visited the Historic Harriet Barber
House on November 18, 2015. The team is heading up the redesign of the Congaree National P a r kfficial brochure.
Mr. Scott Theodorski, Chief of Interpretation at the park, explained the team will make some needed changes that
include more of a focus on cultural and historical stories of the Lower Richland area in which the park resides. Sisters
Marie Barber Adams and Mary Barber Kirkland provided a tour of the Historic Harriet Barber House. SERCO and the
Congaree National Park have forged a longtime partnership. Adams and Kirkland, representing S E R C @uus on the
Lower Richland Heritage Corridor, also provided area information and suggestions in support of the p a r Ipublic
relations improvement effort.
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OnSaturdayNovember7®, the 2015LowerRichlandveterans
Formation Chapter # 2 hosted an "all out" Veterans Day
Parade& Ceremonyto honor our Veteransfrom all branches
of service Theparadebeganat HopkinsMiddle School(1601
| ClarksonRd, Hopkins,SC)and consistedof veteransfrom alll

branchesof service,marchingbands,color guards, JROTGive
lellr atl n n entertainment, veteran's motorcycle and classiccars, floats,

Veterans Parade andcommunityleaders

I"r dav Veterans Ceremony Tty The final stop of the parade was the Saint John Holistic
5 5 | WellnessCenter (222 JW Neal Circle, Hopkins, SC),where
, : B | military veteransandtheir families,aswell asthe public,took

partin a dayof celebrationandfun. This year's special guest

speakerwasTerrancea CKBGA (Z)Gam&k(‘RhnredColonel)andthe GuestGreeterwas VA ChaplainEddieDavis
Guestswere entertained by the soundsof Gospelrecordingartist Troy Sneed,and free lunch was provided (Photos
courtesyof A.C. Jackson)

Mr. William Posey, 90+ years old, was
honored as the oldest Veteran present.

. RichlandCounty Sheriff LeonLott , and
. also Brigadier General of the State
Guard,and ReverendSammyL Wade,
Director of the Lower Richland
Ve t e rFarmdiisn Chapter # 2.

The Lower Richland Veteranf6s Formation Chapter # 2 was
and has been established to provide assistance in helping homeless veterans. This organization is dedicated to assisting
veterans who may need help in the following areas.

* Aiding veterans and their spouses in applying for compensation benefits

* Helping veterans in obtaining their identification cards

* Keeping veterans informed of current disability changes

* Assisting in securing work and human services

* Supporting deceased veteran's family members and providing representation at funerals

* Bringing veterans throughout the Lower Richland County together

* Receiving help from the VFW, DAV, American Legion, Military Order of the Purple Heart.
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Part | : October 2\P

DBPBER, Sues £ fazz

An Evening of BBQ, Blues & Jazz: Part| of the two-day AnnualSwampFestvasheld on the groundsof the HistoricHarriet
BarberHouseon Friday,October2, 2015 Backby populardemandwere: R&BlegendLennyWilliams, soulful singerCarlos
Santanof Atlanta, GA, SecondNature (Top40 Band& Show)of Camden SC Newto the line-up this yearwere: localicon
ChefFatbackand The GrooveBandand The JamesBrown SoulExperience; FeaturingLisaHaynes& Jesset Wl Y 812 4 ¥ ¢
Sumter

Lenny Williams
Second Nature Band

James Brown Experience
Jesse Sumter
Lisa B. Haynes

Chef Fatback & Groove Band

Carlos Santan
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W Part | : October 2N0 . s Iluc &z

RV Club membersfrom North Carolina,Georgia,Floridaand parts of the northern and low country area of South
Carolinagathered againfor the weekendon the historical groundsof the Harriet Barber House Guestsenjoyed
reservedseatingand mingledwith other guestsfrom aroundthe midlands Thethreat of rain and flooding did not
dampenthe spiritsof thosewho traveledto the mostpopulareventof the yearin Hopkins
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13TH Annual:;

Dueto the €1000YearsC f 2 ZHR I3 AnnualSwampFesat the Congareavas rescheduledindheld on Saturday,
October31, 2015 SwampFesat the Congaredook placein two locationsg TheCongareeNationalParkandthe & , | NR
of OldMt. Moriah. Activitieswill ranthroughoutthe day,offering FREE admissioranda greatopportunity for visitorsto
experiencethe richly diverseculture of the LowerRichlandHeritageCorridor Theopeningceremonywas presentedby

the McGrady Cadets. Artistsincludednew performers AtlasRoadCrew(ARC), the SumterTribe of Cherawindians,
Melodic Hearts,and BluesBo%0. Backby popular demandwere the Fine ThymesString Band, Ladiesof the PickirQ
Parlor, DrummingBrothers,and singersKatrina Blanding,and Jeffrey Lampkin& FrancesMarion YGBGospelChoir.
Excitingnew features drew audience participation 15t ever Lower Richland All-Area Jubilee Choir, and the new
SwampGongContest Other activities included the SwampFestyouth Art Contest,O K A f Ratdvgl Qédgon rides,
guidedtours of Congared\ationalPark,andfood vendors

Host: Eugene Burden
SwampGongdudges L/RSour Cowleremy Thomas,
Low GJabariwWade,MickiNauseaAnethaSumter Jackson
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Lower Richland Veterans Formation / 2y3AFNBS blAz2yl f t [Siklelgnad his dzLJS |
and theMcGradyCadets. family stroll through the SwampFest festival grounds.
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L/R: The Gong, McKinley Brooks Sumpgemge}, JarodSmith (Wmner) and the other brave contestants
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Hopkins High School Alumni Banquet  sept.19;, 2015

Continuing to Build on the Success of 20 Years was the theme for the 21st Annual HopkinsHigh School Alumni
FoundationBanquet Nine scholarshipgotaling $10,000 were awardedthat evening Theeventwasheld September
19, 2015at the St JohnHolisticWellnessCenterin Hopkins Thespeakerfor the occasiorwasMrs. CherylH. Harris,
RichlandschooDistrictOneBoardChairand LowerRichlandHighSchoolgraduate (Photoscourtesyof CrosbyFoster)

Mrs. Cheryl Harris
addresses the audience.

Francis Finch and Ethel Moore
Greene, from the class of 1964

Elegant buffet meal prepared by the Friendly Caterer.
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Hopkins High School Alumni Banquet sept.19, 2015

~

i - g -~

Hopkins Alumni Foundation 2015 Scholarship Recipients

Matthew Owens introduces the 2015 scholarship recipients. He is currently serving as a
20152016 Albert Einstein Distinguished Fellow in Washington, DC.

Matthew Owens

The Class of 1965 celebrated 50 years after their high school graduation. Class President Shelton
Byrd (far left), is pictured with classmates: Vivian Taylor Harris, Cartha Harris, Edith Jamison, Louise
Howell Anderson and Reno Russell Boyd (keynote speaker for the class celebration).
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SERCO Participates in Dorn VA Medical Center Week of Diversity
, September 23, 2015

SERCQrovided cultural displays and discussionson the Lower
RichlandHeritageCorridorduring Dorn VAMedical/ Sy (i \V@edEdE
Diversity Pictured left is Mary Barber Kirkland as she provides
information on historicalphotos Other SERC®olunteersattending
were Marie BarberAdams CarrieBarberWhite and ThomasGunter.

Right Direction Church International (RDCI) - Seasoned Citizens Ministry Visits Lower Richland Heritage Corridor

-provided by SERCO Tours
August 8 , 2015

(Betty Jones, Group Leader and Sam Hooker, photographer)

Zion Baptist Church’s Day Camp Mini
House August 19, 2015

Ms. Doretha Walker Thompson brought the Zion Baptist Church's Senior Day Camp Ministry to the Harriet Barber
House for another day of food, fellowship and fun. This is the group's third annual trip to the historic site in Hopkins
where they always enjoy the peace and tranquility of this popular stop in the Lower Richland Heritage Corridor.
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Spoleto Festival US A ‘,20]:

T

Porgy and Bess in 2016

The 1935 opera is based on the novel Porgy by DuBose Heyward and takes
place in the author’s home city of Charleston, providing a rare opportunity
to see this work performed in the city of its birth. Accentuating the opera’s
strong association with Charleston, the new production will be visually
designed by artist Jonathan Green, whose vibrant depictions and
knowledge of the region’s Gullah culture is celebrated worldwide. Full
production details and the complete 2016 program will be announced on
January 3, 2016. The 2016 Festival takes place May 27 — June 12. Tickets
will go on sale in January.

Congratulations to SERCO supporter,
Jonathan Green.

Lower Richland Heritage Corridor Guided Tours

{ 9 w/ duifedl tours provide convenience knowledge,and great opportunities for visitorsto experiencethe richly
diverseculture and historicallysignificantsitesof the LowerRichlandHeritageCorridor. Tourpackagesre flexible,and
ableto incorporateand coordinatesuchactivitiessuchasorganizationameetings family/classreunions,weddings and
other celebrations Nearly100% of SERC@emberswho organizeand guidetours are LowerRichlandoorn. Theyknow
the backroadsandthe backstoriesof the area Thetour guidesimpart their knowledge with a passion for historical
preservationand conservationthat is engagingand canbe contagious SERC@akesthe effort to ensureour guests
experiencea memorableand enriching tour. Let SERCQ@uideyou throughtheir cherishedhome, the LowerRichland
HeritageCorridor Pleasecontactusby Email sercotours@gmaitom.

frem thaLowar Richlandsriaga Conider

Lower Richland

Other |
- fiy Each Touris

Heritage Corridor plecke
Guided Tours South East Rurl Commniy Outreach saco
~inPartnership with Schadile Sash trt s
B | e Midiands Authority for Comentions, || Tours available peionsady
Sports & Tourism i o,
ffenng: Janvary - April| sz

Plantation Tours May~Novert | *
Goodwil Plantation Experience "
visor Thonsporation
Tansortaion|

B

Group Tour Packages
Araged i ordadvy -
‘South East Rural Commun ty Outreach
(seRco)

Hstoic HarrietBarbes House 15Passengel
HopkinsVilage st ¢ 1650 wrigedin s

inprtnership with the Midlaad:
Asthorityfor Conventions, Sporte &
Tour

Hopkin Presbyteran Chutch adults:
GovernmentStase Cemetery Seniors:
Waverig Place Panation
Nensington Maasion (Age 5 & Unde
Laurenood Pntaton

StepnTou G|
Congares Baptist Church g .
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PleasdoinUs . . . The mission of SERCO is to create partnerships within the Lower Richland Community to

provide charitable, educational and scientific programs to strengthen and expand the capacity of the community for a
better quality of life for its residents.

SERCO invites you to become a part of the outreach movement by supporting our Lower Richland Heritage Corridor
events and programs throughout the year:

SOUTH EAST RURAL COMMUNITY OUTREACH MEMBERSHIP FORM

INDIVIDUALS & FAMILIES:
$20 INDIVIDUAL $40 FAMILY $75 ADVOCATE $100 PARTNER $500 PATRON

ORGANIZATIONS, BUSINESSES & CORPORATIONS:
$1,000 BENEFACTOR $2,000 CORPORATE SPONSOR

SUBMIT INFORMATION:

NAME

ADDRESS:

HOME PHONE: ( )

WORK PHONE: ( )

FAX:

EMAIL ADDRESS:

AMOUNT ENCLOSED: $

Mail completed form and check to:

South East Rural Community Outreach
Post Office Box 332
Hopkins, SC 29061

PayPal : sercoevents@gmail.com

South East Rural Community Outreach is a nonprofit 501 ( ¢ ) (3) organization under the laws
of South Carolina, EIN: 20-2847013



