
~ Upcoming 2019 Events~ 
 

Feb. 11:  CROSSROADS SMITHSONIAN EXHIBIT OPENS 
Feb. 16:  Humanities Program (Strong Threads) 
Mar. 02: Humanities Program (Book Signings & Oral Histories) 

A Smithsonian Traveling Exhibition about Rural America is coming to HOPKINS, SC! In just over a century 

ago, massive economic and social changes moved millions of Americans into urban areas. Still, nearly 60 

million Americans live in rural areas, and the United States needs vibrant and sustainable rural communities. 

The HISTORIC HARRIET BARBER HOUSE, in cooperation with SC Humanities, will investigate the 

changes that have affected small towns over the past century as it hosts Crossroads: Change in Rural 

America, a traveling exhibition from the Smithsonian’s Museum on Main Street program. Crossroads will 

be on view at THE HISTORIC HARRIET BARBER HOUSE from FEBRUARY 11, 2019 through  

MARCH 24, 2019. SERCO along with the surrounding community has been expressly chosen by SC 

Humanities through a competitive application process to host Crossroads: Change in Rural America as part 

of the Museum on Main Street program—a national/state/local partnership to bring exhibitions and 

programs to rural cultural organizations. The exhibit hours are: Monday through Friday from 10:00 a.m. 

until  2:00 p.m. / Saturdays:  10:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. Group tours available by appointment. Contact: 

sercoevents@gmail.com or 803.261.5596. 

 

Mar. 16: Humanities Program (Front Porch Music and Taste 
                of Lower Richland) 
Mar. 24: CROSSROADS SMITHSONIAN EXHIBIT ENDS  

Jackie Rhodes, Retired District One  
Amy Claytor Schofield, Richland Library 
 Dr. Tameria Warren, Environmentalist/USC Instructor 
Rev. Dr. Dezmond Sumter, Mt. Moriah Baptist Church/ 
                                                Palmetto Health Physician 

~ SERCO Welcomes New Board Members~ ~ SERCO Congratulates Our Photographer~ 

SERCO member Ken James, just celebrated a birthday and 
his employment retirement. For the last sixteen years, Ken 
has faithfully traveled from Augusta, GA to photograph our 
events. The good news is that SERCO will continue to benefit 
from Ken’s creative photography skills and team spirit!     
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The Lower Richland Heritage & Genealogy 
Society presents a screening of Kindred 
Connections: Sharing Our Stories ~ Oral 
History  Interviews: Ada Young Hopkins of 
Kingsville, Joe Richardson of Lykesland, 
Pelham Myers, Sr. {late) of Hopkins, and 
Sarah Shiver Green of Gadsden.  Also, local 
and other noted authors will participate in 
book signings. 

Strong Threads is an annual ONE DAY 
Festival with Music, Dancing, Workshops, 
Food & Entertainment. The ever popular 
STRONG THREADS event is a unique 
opportunity to celebrate and educate the 
community through entertainment about 
African American History and culture and 
the rich heritage of Lower Richland 
County. 
 
There will be dancing, singing, live music, 
entertainment, performers, food and non-
food vendors, workshops, youth games 
and more! Admission is FREE! 

Admission is FREE! 

John Barber, Jr. at age 96, recalls hearing 
distant dueling guitars playing the Blues on 
Friday nights on the porch of Alston's Cafe' or 
the Gorman Store in the Village of 
Hopkins.  As a young boy, Johnny Barber sat 
with a bunch of Neal cousins’ on their long 
front porch and sang songs or listened to 
"cup" music from a Victrola. SERCO will 
present several musicians on the Front Porch 
of the Historic Harriet Barber House.  Food 
Vendors will offer Tastes of Lower Richland,  
and guests will be able to view the 
Smithsonian Exhibit – CROSSROADS: Changes 
in Rural America. Exhibit Admission: $4.00 
Adults, $2.00 Youth (FREE Parking and 
Entertainment). 



Workshop with District One Staff & Teachers 

District One Social Studies Department chairs for  middle and 
high schools attended  the August  9th Workshop: Creating 
Learning Activities Aligned to the Harriet Barber House 
Exhibit.  Chanda Robinson was the presenter. She serves as 
social studies consultant for District One high schools. 
 
 

       Workshop - July 24, 2018  
  Engaging the Harriet Barber      
  House Educational   
  Community in Crossroads:  
  Change in Rural America  
   Exhibit. 

In preparation for the upcoming Smithsonian Traveling Exhibit: Crossroads:  Change in Rural America Exhibit,  to be 
featured at the Historic Harriet Barber House beginning in February 2019, a workshop focused on engaging the 
educational community was presented by Dr. Robin Berlinsky of the College of Charleston. She is the Executive Director 
of Engaging Creative Minds and is a content specialist for SC Humanities who provided the workshop. Participants at the 
July 24, 2018 workshop were: Yvonne Brown, retired principal; Cheryl Harris, Richland District One Board Chair; 
Albertina Garvin, retired educator; Frank Gause, Social Studies Consultant for Richland One middle  schools; Kimberly 
Harrison, Social Studies Consultant for Richland One elementary schools; Courtney Lemon, Hopkins Elementary staff; 
Chanda Robinson, Social Studies Consultant for Richland One high schools, and Kellie Weidinger, Congaree National Park 
intern.  Also, Marie B. Adams, Mary B. Kirkland & Carrie B. White, represented the Harriet  Barber House. 

Standing  Left/Left Photo: Dr. Robin Berlinsky of the Smithsonian Museum 

August 9th 

Standing, Left: Chanda Robinson, Workshop Presenter  

Bus arrives with Urban History Conference guests  
for tour of the Harriet Barber house. 

Richland County Conservation Program Coordinator Nancy 
Stone-Collum  ( Third Left), with tour guests.  
 

Urban History Conference Guests Tour Harriet Barber House  October 21st 

Kingdom Builders After School Program Visits  
Historic Harriet Barber House. Tour guides were Jackie 
Rhodes and Carrie Barber White.   6/1/2018 
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Historic Harriet Barber House 

Grounds of Historic Harriet Barber House 

The 16th Annual SwampFest’s two days of fun began on Friday, October 5th, with a night of Blues and Soul entertainers, 
BBQ,   roasted oysters, and dancing on the grounds of the Historic Harriet Barber House.  Over 100 RV club members 
from Florida, Georgia, Maryland, NC and SC joined hundreds of local guests and others from several states.              

Stage performers included Howard Hewett (from the mega R&B Pop Group SHALAMAR), Melba Moore (Tony Award 
Winning, Broadway Star, & Grammy nominated artist), CHERELLE (R&B Songstress), and Billy ‘Big Daddy’ Cade. (The San 
Francisco, CA renown Blues & Biscuits Club noted the natural guitar talent and voice proves worthy to the legend B.B. 
himself so much, that he was officially sanctioned and brought to work at B.B. King’s Nightclub, Legends, in Las Vegas). 

(Photos by Ken James)  

One of SERCO’s valuable  
partners is the Congaree  
National Park.  
Scott Teodorski, Acting 
Superintendent, brought 
greetings to BB&J guests.  
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Program Host Jeffrey Lampkin, of the 
Big DM & Fox TV, and Frances Marion 
YGB Gospel Choir    

Fine Thymes String Band 

TiffanyJ  & Her All Girl Band 
and  Super Beauty (life-size 
replica of Doll created by 
TiffanyJ) 

Ladies of the Pickin’ Parlor Beyond The Deep Band 

Lower Richland High School Cadets 
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 Camm Wess 
Cameron Wesley, Jr. is 

a graduate of Dreher 
High School and now 
attends Winthrop 
University 

      Spiritual Gospel Singers of  Hopkins 

John Greco  
Friends of Congaree 

Mobile Unit 
Richland County Public Library 

The Starlites 
Praise Dancers (L/R): Vonda Haile, 
Gabe Nowell-Brown, Marius Free 
and Denise Jones 

Cultural Expressions Drummers & Dancers  

Lil Co Trio Demi B  - Demetria Bannister 
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KINDERGARTEN 
First Place 

Artist: Kayden Ashford-Reed 
Edward E. Taylor Elementary 

Teacher: George Sims 
 

Honorable Mention 
Artist: Pharoah Goodwin 

Gadsden Elementary 
Teacher: Valencia Goodwin 

First Place 
Artist: Christopher Grooms 
Lower Richland High School 

Teacher: Valencia M. Goodwin 

Honorable Mention 
Artist: Alaya Gadsden 

Lower Richland High school 
Teacher: Valencia M. Goodwin 

 

HIGH SCHOOL 

 
First Place 

Artist: Jaeda Mitchell 
Annie Burnside Elementary 

Teacher: Ms. King 

Honorable Mention 
Artist: Sa’nirya Davis 

Edward E. Taylor Elementary 
Teacher: George Sims 

GRADE: 3 
First Place 

Artist: Keonna Timmons 
Arden Elementary 

Teacher: George Sims 

Honorable Mention 
Artist: Stephen Subia 

Annie Burnside Elementary 
Teacher: Ms. Hannah 

GRADE: 4 
GRADE: 2  
First Place 

Artist: Soul Hughes 
Gadsden Elementary 

Teachers: Valencia M. Goodwin 
                Michaela McDowell 

 

Honorable Mention 
 Artist: Elijah Fobbs 
Arden Elementary 

Teacher: George Sims 

Honorable Mention 
Artist: Aida Alvardo 
Arden Elementary 

Teacher: George Sims 

 
First Place 

Artist: Kei’Aaron Jones-Oree 
Arden Elementary 

Teacher: George Sims 

GRADE:  1 

First Place 
Artist: Angel Cruz  
Arden Elementary  

Teacher: George Sims 

Honorable Mention 
Artist: Kyundra Watson 

Arden Elementary 
Teacher: George Sims 

GRADE: 5 

Winners’ prizes  sponsored by the Congaree National Park and Friends of Congaree Swamp/Dr. John Grego, President.  
This year’s theme was WILDERNESS IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.  Art Contest Entries Winners  Information provided 
by Valencia Goodwin, Lower Richland High School Art Instructor. 

SERCO Will Miss Scott Teodorski ! 

16TH Annual Students Art Contest - Congaree National Park 

SERCO welcomes K. Lynn Berry as 
the Congaree National Park’s next  
Superintendent on Nov. 11th. Her 
background reflects our mutual 
interests. We are certain to  benefit 
from her work in community and 
environmental planning, as well as 
cultural resource management and 
public involvement processes. 

Scott Teodorski will leave Congaree 
Park to become the Superintendent of  
Reconstruction Era National Monument. 
We wish Scott the best and will greatly 
miss his support , willing participation  
and many talents! 
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Strong Threads   
Memorial Day  

Anderson Family Reunion at HBH 

~Other 2017 Activities~

Eclipse Peeking & Pig Picking 
IN PARTNERSHIP WITH CONGAREE NATIONAL PARK 

ECLIPSE Viewing activities were held on the open fields of the Historic Harriet Barber House on Monday, August 21, 
2017, 11:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. SERCO joined their partners, The Congaree National Park and Friends of Congaree, to 
present an unobstructed alternative viewing site in the Lower Richland Heritage Corridor. Activities included 
entertainment, eclipse educational activities and guided tours of the Historic Harriet Barber House.  Also, a Pig Picking 
and food trucks were available for guests. 
 

Visitors came from all over SC, NC, MD, PA, DC, VA, CA, TX, MA, NY, NJ, Canada, France, the UK and Argentina.  Paul 
Simard was one member of the group from Canada who came to the Harriet Barber House for the viewing, and his 
photograph of the total eclipse is on display there. He is creating a documentary to tell the story of their experience in 
viewing the eclipse at the Harriet Barber House in Hopkins.  Paul Simard is the Skyward Editor for RASC Montreal, the 
Royal Astronomical Society of Canada.   
 

SERCO also extends appreciation  to the LRHS JROTC cadets who assisted with greeting the visitors, directing the parking 
and providing needed services for the approximately 1,000 guests who arrived. 

 
Mosley Family Reunion Picnic at HBH 

Smith-Sims Family Reunion Tour at HBH   
Holiday Drop-in at the Harriet Barber House  

Gadsden Elemen. Pre-STEM Program Tour at HBH 
   

Friends of Congaree Annual Meeting at HBH 
Marie Barber Adams receives Order of the   
     Cypress  from the Friends of Congaree  
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